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St. Paul's Letter
to the Hebrews 11:9-10; 32-40

Prokeimenon. Mode 4
Daniel 3.26,27

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers.

Verse: For you are just in all you have done.
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 11:9-10; 32-40

BRETHREN, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as
in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him
of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city which has
foundation, whose builder and maker is God.

And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon,
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets -
who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped
the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty
in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by
resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they
might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and
scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned,
they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were killed with the
sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute,
afflicted, ill-treated - of whom the world was not worthy - wandering
over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what
was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that
apart from us they should not be made perfect.
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The Gospel
According to Matthew 1:1-25

The book of the Genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.

Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of
Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the
father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father of Amminadab, and
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the
father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of
Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king.

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of
Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the
father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of
Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the
father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of
Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers,
at the time of the deportation to Babylon.

And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel
the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of
Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the
father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and
Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of
Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ.

So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David
to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to
the Christ fourteen generations.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy
Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame,
resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your
wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All this took place to
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear
a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel" (which means, God with us). When Joseph
woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but
knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus.
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HYMNS OF THE DAY

Resurrection Apolytikion in the Fourth Tone

When the tidings of the resurrection from the glorious angel was proclaimed unto the women disciples,
and our ancestral sentence also had been abolished, to the apostles with boasting did they proclaim that
death is vanquished evermore and Christ our God has risen from the dead, and granted to the world His
great mercy!

ToO eadpov g AvaoTAcE®DS KIPLYLE, €K ToD Ayyélov pabodcot ol tod Kvpiov Mabntpion, kol thv
TPOYOVIKT|V ATOPAGY Amoppiyacal, Toig ATosToro1g Kavymdpevor Eheyov: 'Eokvievutar 6 Bavartog,
Ny€pON Xp1otog 6 Oedg, SwPoHUEVOS TG KOCU® TO HEYN EAEOC,.

For the Forefeast. Mode 4.

As she carried in her womb * what she conceived without seed, * Mary went to Bethlehem * with elder
Joseph to enroll, * for they were of the house and the lineage of David. * The time arrived for her * to
give birth to her Child; * but then there was no place * in the inn for them. * Therefore the grotto served
as a luxurious * royal palace for the Queen. * And Christ the Lord is born, to raise the image * which
was formerly fallen.

Ameyplpeto moté, oLV 1@ mpecsPit Toone, dc £k onépuatoc Aavid, &v Bnoiesu 1 Mapidp,
Kvogopodca THY domopov kvopopiay. Enéot 88 kanpodg 6 tiig Fevvicems, koi T6moc v 00deic ¢
KOTOAOHOTL: AL’ G TEPTVOV TOAATIOV TO ZTHAoV, Th Bactkidt £deikvuto. Xpiotog yevvatot Ty mpiv
TEGOVGAV, AVUGTHOMV EIKOVAL.

For the Fathers. Mode 2.

Magnificent are the accomplishments of faith! The holy Three Servants greatly rejoiced, as they stood in
the fountain of fire, as if beside the still waters; and the Prophet Daniel appeared to be a shepherd of
lions, as if they were sheep. At their entreaties, O Christ God, save our souls.

Meyaha ta t1ig miotewc katopOdpoata! Ev i) anyt] g eAoyoc, d¢ &mi HOaTOg Avamoncems, ol dytot
Tpeig Ioideg MydAiovto, kai 6 TpoPNTNg Aavini, AeOVTOV TOV, OG Tpofdtmv £dgikvuto. Taig avTdv
ikeoioig Xplote 0 Ogdg, OGOV TAUG Yoy o NUAV.

Apolytikion for the Church in the Plagal First Mode

Like a most fruitful olive tree you did blossom forth in the folds of the Lord, Sophia, martyr most pious!
And to Christ you did bring sweetest fruit: the tender sprouts of your womb, through divine martyrdom,
Agape, along with Hope and Faith. The God-minded with whom do you pray to God for all of us.

Advent Kontakion in the Third Mode

On this day the Virgin comes forth to give birth to God the Word ineffable. On this day she comes to the
cave to give birth to Him who was before all. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the gladsome tidings!
Glory to Him from the Angels and with the shepherds, Who is willing to be gazed on as a young Child,
Who before all ages is God.

H TMopbévog onpepov, TOV Tpoctdviov Adyov, &v ZanAaim Epyetol, AToTEKEV AToPPNT®MG. XOPELE 1|
oikovpévn axovticBeioa, d6&acov petd Ayyéhmv kol tdv [Towpévav, fovindivia énoedijvar, [Toudiov
VvEOV, TOV TTPO aidvev Oedv.
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Memorial
Fani Kousmanidis (40 Days)

Trisagion
Antonios Kousmanidis (12 Years)

MAY THEIR MEMORY BE ETERNAL




W JOIN US TODAY W

72 FOR COFFEE HOUR &2

COFFEE HOUR TODAY
Is Sponsored by the Family

In Memory Of
Fani Kousmanidis

A special thank you to the following members
of our community who have volunteered
to donate their time today to serve coffee:

Kathy Shiomos & Nikki Stamoulacatos




Church Services & Events
for Today & the Upcoming Week

Today ~ Christmas Eve b,
Sunday before Nativity
8:45 am Orthros

9:00 am Royal Hours
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

6:00 pm Vesperal Liturgy
for Nativity

Christmas Day
Monday ~ December 25, 2023
No Services

Wednesday ~ December 27, 2023
6:00 pm Paraklesis

7:00 pm Bible Study

Thursday ~ December 28, 2023
6:00 pm Choir Rehearsal

Saturday ~ December 30, 2023
5:00 pm Great Vespers
6:00 pm Dinner Dance




Honoring Past & Present

Parish Council Presidents
St. Sophia’s Greek Orthodox Church

50““ Consecration Dance

ANNIVERSARY [

James Sakezles
Larry Tavlarides
Nick Dusckas
Dean Boucounis
Spiro Tzetzis
Dean Assimon
Andy Boucounis
Peter Lemoniades -
Peter Manolakos &=

Greek Music Saturday, December 30th
from 6pm-11pm
the Aegeans 325 Waring Road

Adult $30 Children under 13 Free
$40 after December 23rd

Serving heavy mezethes  Tickets online at or
with a cash bar Eleni Kosmas 315-882-6507



https://st-sophias-greek-orthodox-church.ticketleap.com/50th-anniversary/
https://st-sophias-greek-orthodox-church.ticketleap.com/50th-anniversary/

AHEPA Chapter 37
1s collecting
Monetary Donations
for

If you would like to make a cash or check
contribution, please place it in
the collection basket in the Narthex.
Checks payable to “Toys For Tots”

For more information
contact George Nardone (315) 430-8996



@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

¥ GOYA
Gift Basket Raffle

Raffle Tickets now available for purchase
Tickets are 1 for $1, 3 for $5, Armlength for $10

Winners to be drawn TODAY !
All proceeds go to our GOYANS !
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