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St. Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews
11:24-26, 32-40

Prokeimenon. Fourth Mode. Daniel 3.26, 27.

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers.
Verse: For you are just in all you have done.

Brethren, by faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be
called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to share ill-
treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures
of sin. He considered abuse suffered for the Christ greater wealth
than the treasures of Egypt, for he looked to the reward.

And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon,
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets --
who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped
the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty
in war, put foreign enemies to flight. Women received their dead by
resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they
might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and
scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned,
they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword; they went
about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated -- of
whom the world was not worthy -- wandering over deserts and
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what
was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that
apart from us they should not be made perfect.
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The Gospel According to John
1:43-51

At that time, Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And he found
Philip and said to him, "Follow me." Now Philip was
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip
found Nathanael, and he said to him, "We have found him
of whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote,
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." Nathanael said to
him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip
said to him, "Come and see." Jesus saw Nathanael
coming to him, and said of him, "Behold, an Israelite
indeed, in whom is no guile!" Nathanael said to him,
"How do you know me?" Jesus answered him, "Before
Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw
you." Nathanael answered him, "Rabbi, you are the Son
of God! You are the King of Israel!" Jesus answered him,
"Because I said to you, I saw you under the fig tree, do
you believe? You shall see greater things than these." And
he said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see
heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and
descending upon the Son of man."
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HYMNS OF THE DAY

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Plagal First Mode

Eternal with Father and Spirit is the Word, Who of a virgin was begotten for our
salvation. As the faithful we praise and worship Him, for in the flesh did He consent to
ascend unto the cross, and death did He endure, and He raised unto life the dead
through His all glorious resurrection!
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Apolytikion for the Church in the Plagal First Mode

Like a most fruitful olive tree you did blossom forth in the folds of the Lord, Sophia,
martyr most pious! And to Christ you did bring sweetest fruit: the tender sprouts of
your womb through divine martyrdom, Agape, along with Hope and Faith, the God-
minded with whom do you pray to God for all of us.

Apolytikion for the Sunday of Orthodoxy in the Second Mode

We venerate Your immaculate icon, O good Lord, and entreat You to forgive our
offenses, O Christ our God. By Your own choice you were pleased to ascend the Cross
in the flesh, to deliver us, whom You created, from our slavery to the foe. Therefore we
cry to You with gratitude: You have filled all things with joy, O our Savior, by coming
to save the world.

Kontakion in the Plagal Fourth Mode
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O Champion General, *I, your City, now inscribe to you* triumphant anthems as the
tokens of my gratitude,* being rescued from the terrors, O Theotokos.*Inasmuch as
you have power unassailable,* from all kinds of perils free me, so that unto you *I may
cry aloud:* Rejoice, O unwedded bride.




March 1st
Sunday of Orthodoxy

We also commemorate:

+ The Holy Righteous Martyr Evdokia the
Samaritan

+Andonina the New Martyr

+Saint Domnina

For more than one hundred years the Church of Christ was troubled by the per-
secution of the Iconoclasts of evil belief, beginning in the reign of Leo the
Isaurian (717-741) and ending in the reign of Theophilus (829-842). After The-
ophilus's death, his widow the Empress Theodora (celebrated Feb. 11), together
with the Patriarch Methodius (June 14), established Orthodoxy anew. This ever
-memorable Queen venerated the icon of the Mother of God in the presence of
the Patriarch Methodius and the other confessors and righteous men, and open-
ly cried out these holy words: "If anyone does not offer relative worship to the
holy icons, not adoring them as though they were gods, but venerating them
out of love as images of the archetype, let him be anathema." Then with com-
mon prayer and fasting during the whole first week of the Forty-day Fast, she
asked God's forgiveness for her husband. After this, on the first Sunday of the
Fast, she and her son, Michael the Emperor, made a procession with all the
clergy and people and restored the holy icons, and again adorned the Church of
Christ with them. This is the holy deed that all we the Orthodox commemorate
today, and we call this radiant and venerable day the Sunday of Orthodoxy, that
is, the triumph of true doctrine over heresy.




WISDOM OF THE FATHERS

Peter, when after so many miracles and such high doctrine he
confessed that, "Thou art the Son of God" (Matt. xvi. 16), is
called "blessed," as having received the revelation from the

Father; while Nathanael, though he said the very same thing

before seeing or hearing either miracles or doctrine, had no
such word addressed to him, but as though he had not said so
much as he ought to have said, is brought to things greater
still. What can be the reason of this? It is, that Peter and
Nathanael both spoke the same words, but not both with the
same intention. Peter confessed Him to be "The Son of God'
but as being Very God; Nathanael, as being mere man.

St. John Chrysostom
Homily 21 on John 1, 1., 4th Century
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Pan-Orthodox Lenten Vespers

6pm Vespers Followed by a Fellowship Meal

March 1: Sunday of Orthodoxy

St. Sophia's Greek Orthodox Church
325 Waring Road, Syracuse

Fr. Philip McCaffery, preaching

March 8: Sunday of St. Gregory Palamas

St. Elias Antiochian Orthodox Church
4988 Onondaga Rd, Syracuse

Fr. Aleksandar Bozhinoski, preaching

March 15: Sunday of the Holy Cross
Sts. Peter and Paul OCA Church

401 Hamilton St, Syracuse

Archbishop Michael, preaching

March 22: Sunday of St. John Climacus

St. George Macedonian Orthodox Church
5083 Onondaga Rd, Syracuse

Deacon Nicholas Mahshie, preaching

March 29: Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt

St. Luke Ukrainian Orthodox Church
3290 Warners Rd, Warners

Fr. Ambrose Inlow, preaching




Church Services & Events
for Today & the Upcoming Week

Today ~ Sunday of Orthodoxy
8:45 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
6:00 pm Pan-Orthodox Vespers (at St. Sophia’s)

Monday ~ March 2, 2026
5:00 pm Great Compline

Tuesday ~ March 3, 2026
10:00 am Bible Study

Wednesday ~ March 4, 2026
9:00 am Presanctified Liturgy

Thursday ~ March 5, 2026
6:00 pm Choir Practice
6:00 pm SU OCF

Friday ~ March 6, 2026
6:00 pm Akathist Hymn

Saturday ~ March 7, 2026
5:00 pm Great Vespers
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WE WELCOME ALL PARISHIONERS AND
VISITORS TO JOIN US TODAY

FOR COFFEE HOUR

),

A special thank you to the following members of our
community who have volunteered to donate their time
today to serve coffee:

Heppi Vastakis

Lula Kiser




Philoptochos will once again be selling Remembrance Lily
plants to be placed on the Solea at Pascha. Only 20 plants will
be sold on a first come first served basis. The plants will cost
$20 and can be taken home after Bright Week.
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Members interested in dancing in the adult dance
group for the 2026 Greek Festival must complete

the form below by no later than 3/30.

Practices will begin in May.

Text @adult2026 to 81010 for updates

Tap or Scan to Sign Up
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Thank you to all our parishioners that
volunteered for and attended the Annual
Cheesefare Luncheon, making it a great a

the partnership of Gardenview Diner and

the Philoptochos Society that sponsored

this event.
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