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2ND SUNDAY OF MATTHEW 

HOLY PROPHET ELISHA 



 

HYMNS OF THE DAY 
Resurrection Apolytikion in the First Mode 

The stone that had been sealed before Your tomb by the Jews, and the soldiers guarding 

did watch o'er Your pure and sacred body, O Savior, the third day You arose and unto all 

the world did You give life! Whereby all the heavenly powers did proclaim that You are 

the giver of life. Glory unto our resurrected Christ, glory unto Your kingdom, glory to 

Your dispensation, O You Who alone loves all! 

Τοῦ λίθου σφραγισθέντος ὑπὸ τῶν Ἰουδαίων, καὶ στρατιωτῶν φυλασσόντων τὸ 

ἄχραντόν σου σῶμα, ἀνέστης τριήμερος Σωτήρ, δωρούμενος τῷ κόσμῳ τὴν ζωήν. Διὰ 

τοῦτο αἱ Δυνάμεις τῶν οὐρανῶν ἐβόων σοι Ζωοδότα· Δόξα τῇ ἀναστάσει σου Χριστέ, 

δόξα τῇ βασιλείᾳ σου, δόξα τῇ οἰκονομίᾳ σου, μόνε Φιλάνθρωπε. 

Apolytikion for the Prophet Elisha in the Fourth Mode 

The angel incarnate and the Prophets’ pedestal, * the second Forerunner of the coming 

of Christ, Elias the glorious, * sent down to Elisha the divine grace from heaven. * He 

drives away diseases and he cleanses lepers. * Therefore he pours out healings to those 

who honor him.  

Apolytikion for St. Methodius of Constantinople in the Fourth Mode 

A rule of faith are you, and an icon of gentleness, and a teacher of self-control. And to 

your flock this was evident, by the truth of your life and deeds. You were humble and 

therefore you acquired exalted gifts, treasure in heaven for being poor. Methodius, 

intercede with Christ our God, and entreat Him to save our souls.  

Apolytikion for the Church in the Plagal First Mode 

Like a most fruitful olive tree you did blossom forth in the folds of the Lord, Sophia, 

martyr most pious! And to Christ you did bring sweetest fruit: the tender sprouts of your 

womb through divine martyrdom, Agape, along with Hope and Faith, the God-minded 

with whom do you pray to God for all of us.  

Kontakion in the Second Mode 

O Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession with the Creator that never fails, 

we sinners beg you, do not ignore the voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we implore 

you, quickly come unto our aid, when we cry out to you with faith. Hurry to 

intercession, and hasten to supplication, O Theotokos who protect now and ever those 

who honor you.  

Προστασία τῶν Χριστιανῶν ἀκαταίσχυντε, μεσιτεία, πρὸς τὸν Ποιητὴν ἀμετάθετε, μὴ 

παρίδῃς, ἁμαρτωλῶν δεήσεων φωνάς, ἀλλὰ πρόφθασον, ὡς ἀγαθή, εἰς τὴν βοήθειαν 

ἡμῶν, τῶν πιστῶς κραυγαζόντων σοι· Τάχυνον εἰς πρεσβείαν, καὶ σπεῦσον εἰς ἱκεσίαν, 

ἡ προστατεύουσα ἀεί, Θεοτόκε, τῶν τιμώντων σε.  



 

Πρὸς Ρωμαίους Ἐπιστολῆς Παύλου (2:10-16)  

Προκείμενον. Ἦχος αʹ. Ψαλμὸς 32  

Γένοιτο, Κύριε, τὸ ἔλεός σου ἐφʼ ἡμᾶς, καθάπερ ἠλπίσαμεν ἐπὶ σέ.  

Στίχ. Ἀγαλλιᾶσθε, δίκαιοι, ἐν Κυρίῳ· τοῖς εὐθέσι πρέπει αἴνεσις.  
 

Ἀδελφοί, δόξα δὲ καὶ τιμὴ καὶ εἰρήνη παντὶ τῷ ἐργαζομένῳ τὸ ἀγαθόν, 

Ἰουδαίῳ τε πρῶτον καὶ ῞Ελληνι· οὐ γάρ ἐστι προσωποληψία παρὰ τῷ Θεῷ. 

ὅσοι γὰρ ἀνόμως ἥμαρτον, ἀνόμως καὶ ἀπολοῦνται· καὶ ὅσοι ἐν νόμῳ 

ἥμαρτον, διὰ νόμου κριθήσονται. οὐ γὰρ οἱ ἀκροαταὶ τοῦ νόμου δίκαιοι 

παρὰ τῷ Θεῷ, ἀλλ᾿ οἱ ποιηταὶ τοῦ νόμου δικαιωθήσονται. ὅταν γὰρ ἔθνη τὰ 

μὴ νόμον ἔχοντα φύσει τὰ τοῦ νόμου ποιῇ, οὗτοι νόμον μὴ ἔχοντες ἑαυτοῖς 

εἰσι νόμος, οἵτινες ἐνδείκνυνται τὸ ἔργον τοῦ νόμου γραπτὸν ἐν ταῖς 

καρδίαις αὐτῶν, συμμαρτυρούσης αὐτῶν τῆς συνειδήσεως καὶ μεταξὺ 

ἀλλήλων τῶν λογισμῶν κατηγορούντων ἢ καὶ ἀπολογουμένων — ἐν ἡμέρᾳ 

ὅτε κρινεῖ ὁ Θεὸς τὰ κρυπτὰ τῶν ἀνθρώπων κατὰ τὸ εὐαγγέλιόν μου διὰ 

Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ.  

 

Paul’s Letter to the Romans (2:10-16) 

Prokeimenon. First Mode. Psalm 32.  

Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us, as we hope in You. Verse: Rejoice 

greatly in the Lord, O righteous ones; praise is fitting for the upright.  
 

Brethren, glory and honor and peace for every one who does good, the Jew 

first and also the Greek. For God shows no partiality. All who have sinned 

without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned 

under the law will be judged by the law. For it is not the hearers of the law 

who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 

When Gentiles who have not the law do by nature what the law requires, 

they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. They 

show that what the law requires is written on their hearts, while their 

conscience also bears witness and their conflicting thoughts accuse or 

perhaps excuse them on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges 

the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.  



 

 

Ἐκ τοῦ κατὰ Ματθαῖον Εὐαγγελίου  

(4:18-23)  

Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, περιπατῶν παρὰ τὴν θάλασσαν τῆς Γαλιλαίας εἶδε δύο 

ἀδελφούς, Σίμωνα τὸν λεγόμενον Πέτρον καὶ Ἀνδρέαν τὸν ἀδελφὸν 

αὐτοῦ, βάλλοντας ἀμφίβληστρον εἰς τὴν θάλασσαν· ἦσαν γὰρ ἁλιεῖς· καὶ 

λέγει αὐτοῖς· δεῦτε ὀπίσω μου καὶ ποιήσω ὑμᾶς ἁλιεῖς ἀνθρώπων. οἱ δὲ 

εὐθέως ἀφέντες τὰ δίκτυα ἠκολούθησαν αὐτῷ. Καὶ προβὰς ἐκεῖθεν εἶδεν 

ἄλλους δύο ἀδελφούς, Ἰάκωβον τὸν τοῦ Ζεβεδαίου καὶ Ἰωάννην τὸν 

ἀδελφὸν αὐτοῦ, ἐν τῷ πλοίῳ μετὰ Ζεβεδαίου τοῦ πατρὸς αὐτῶν 

καταρτίζοντας τὰ δίκτυα αὐτῶν, καὶ ἐκάλεσεν αὐτούς. οἱ δὲ εὐθέως 

ἀφέντες τὸ πλοῖον καὶ τὸν πατέρα αὐτῶν ἠκολούθησαν αὐτῷ. Καὶ 

περιῆγεν ὅλην τὴν Γαλιλαίαν ὁ Ἰησοῦς διδάσκων ἐν ταῖς συναγωγαῖς 

αὐτῶν καὶ κηρύσσων τὸ εὐαγγέλιον τῆς βασιλείας καὶ θεραπεύων πᾶσαν 

νόσον καὶ πᾶσαν μαλακίαν ἐν τῷ λαῷ.  

 

The Gospel According to Matthew  

(4:18-23)  

At that time, as Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 

Simon who is called Peter and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 

sea; for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will 

make you fishers of men.” Immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of 

Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, 

mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left their boat 

and their father, and followed him. And Jesus went about all Galilee, 

teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom and 

healing every disease and every infirmity among the people.  



 

   TODAY’S FEASTS AND SAINTS 
June 14 

+The Holy Prophet Elisha 
+Methodius, Archbishop of Constantinople 

+Cyril, Bishop of Gortynia, Crete 
 

(From antiochpatriarchate.org) 

The Holy Prophet Elisha lived in the 9th century before Christ, and was 
a native of the village of Abelmaum, near Jordan. By the command of 

the Lord he was called to prophetic service by the holy Prophet Elias (July 20). 

When it became time for the Prophet Elias to be taken up to Heaven, he said to Elisha, 
“Ask what shall I do for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha boldly asked for a dou-
ble portion of the grace of God: “Let there be a double portion of your spirit upon me.” 
The Prophet Elias said, “You have asked a hard thing; if you see me when I am taken 
from you, then so shall it be for you; but if you do not see me, it will not be so” (4 [2] 
Kings 2:10). As they went along the way talking, there appeared a fiery chariot and horses 
and separated them both. Elisha cried out, “My father, my father, the chariot of Israel and 
its horsemen!” (4 Kings 2:12). Picking up the mantle of his teacher which fell from the 
sky, Elisha received the power and prophetic gift of Elias. He spent more than 65 years in 
prophetic service, under six Israelite kings (from Ahab to Joash). While Elisha lived, he 
did not tremble before any prince, and no word could overcome him (Sirach 48: 13). 

The holy prophet worked numerous miracles. He divided the waters of the Jordan, having 
struck it with the mantle of the Prophet Elias; he made the waters of a Jericho spring fit 
for drinking; he saved the armies of the kings of Israel and Judah that stood in an arid wil-
derness by bringing forth abundant water by his prayer; he delivered a poor widow from 
death by starvation through a miraculous increase of oil in a vessel. This Shunamite wom-
an showing hospitality to the prophet was gladdened by the birth of a son through his 
prayer, and when the child died, he was raised back to life by the prophet. The Syrian mil-
itary-commander Namaan was healed from leprosy but the prophet’s servant Gehazi was 
afflicted since he disobeyed the prophet and took money from Namaan. 

Elisha predicted to the Israelite king Joash the victory over his enemies, and by the power 
of his prayer he worked many other miracles (4 Kings 3-13). The holy Prophet Elisha 
died in old age at Samaria. “In his life he worked miracles, and at death his works were 
marvelous” (Sir. 48: 15). A year after his death, a corpse was thrown into the prophet’s 
grave. As soon as the dead man touched Elisha’s bones, he came to life and stood up (4 
Kings 13: 20-21). The Prophet Elisha and his teacher, the Prophet Elias, left no books be-
hind them, since their prophetic preaching was oral.  

Jesus, son of Sirach, praised both great prophets (Sir. 48:1-15). John of Damascus com-
posed a canon in honor of the Prophet Elisha, and at Constantinople a church was built in 
his honor. Julian the Apostate (361-363) gave orders to burn the relics of the Prophet Eli-
sha, Abdia (Obadiah) and John the Forerunner, but the holy relics were preserved by be-
lievers, and part of them were transferred to Alexandria. In the twentieth century, the 
humble priest Nicholas Planas had a great veneration for the Prophet Elisha, and was ac-
counted worthy to see him in visions. 



 

 

Praises at Early Dawn 

A Selection of Hymns from Today’s Orthros 
Anavathmoi (Psalms of Ascent), First Mode 

Antiphon I.  

In my affliction, I cry out to You, O Lord. Hear me in my grief.  

The longing for God is unceasing in those who dwell in the desert, outside of the futile 
world as they are.  

Glory... Both Now... To the Holy Spirit, as to the Father and the Son, belong the honor 
and the glory. Therefore let us sing a hymn to the Trinity, the one and only Ruler. 

Antiphon II.  

Having lifted me up to the mountains of Your laws, brighten me with virtues, O God, that 
I may praise You.  

With Your right hand embracing me, O Logos, keep me safe and shelter me, so that the 
fire of sin not burn me.  

Glory… Both Now… By the Holy Spirit all creation is renewed, and thus returns to its 
first state. For He is equal in power to the Father and the Logos. 

Antiphon III. 

When they said to me, “Let us go into the courts of the Lord,” my spirit was glad and my 
heart rejoiced also.  

Over the house of David there is great fear; for when thrones are set there, all the tribes 
and tongues of the earth will be judged  

Glory… Both Now… To the Holy Spirit the honor, worship, glory, and dominion that be-
fit the Father and the Son should also be ascribed, for the Trinity is one in nature but not 
in persons.  

Prokeimenon 

“Now I will arise,” says the Lord; “I will establish them in salvation; I will declare it 
boldly.” Verse: The words of the Lord are pure words, like silver fired in a furnace of 
earth, purified seven times.  
 

Resurrectional Kontakion of the First Mode 

You rose from the tomb in glory as God, and You raised the world along with You. The 
human race extolled You as God, as death was obliterated, O Master. Now Adam dances, 
and Eve rejoices, freed from the bonds, and cries out, “O Christ, You have granted resur-
rection to all!”  
 

Doxasticon, 2nd Eothinon Gospel 
The women around Mary went to the tomb with ointments. They were perplexed about 

how they would achieve their aim. They saw that the stone was rolled back; and there was 

a young man, an angel of the Lord, who quelled the commotion of their souls. For he said, 

“The Lord Jesus has risen! Now go and preach it to His preachers, His disciples, and tell 

them to hasten to Galilee; and there you will see Him, risen from the dead, as the Giver of 

Life and Lord.”  



 

Volunteers Needed! 

Any help is appreciated to weed 

and clean up the Parish House 

grounds in preparation for Fr. Niko 

and Presvytera Ivey’s arrival.  

Please contact Presvytera Donna or 

the parish office for details. 

 

At the End of the Divine Liturgy    
 

 

Memorial 

Elpis Voutsinas (One Year)    
May her Memory be Eternal 

 

 

Scholarship Donations for St. 

Timothy Camp 
 

With gratitude for our                            

parishioners’ generosity in past 

years, we are seeking donations  

towards scholarships for children 

attending the St. Timothy’s Camp 

this summer.  

Contact Fr. David or the Church 

Office for more details.  



Parish Contact Information 

Very Rev. Fr. David R. Smith — Proistamenos 

Cell: (315) 269-4940, Email: frdavid@stsophias.org 

Nigel van der Woude —Parish Office Administrator 

Office: (315) 446-5222, Email: nigel@stsophias.org 

Office Hours — Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM—4:30PM 

 

 

St. Sophia’s Greek Orthodox Church 

325 Waring Rd, Syracuse, NY 13224 

stsophias.org 

Give Online at stsophias.org/donate  

 

 

Thank you to 

our volunteers 

for their ongoing 

help to make this 

Greek Festival a 

success! 


